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Design principles — what makes this template 
"ours"

1. Evidence-grounded — every field jus/fied by what LSB datasets historically use

2. Standard-aligned — compa/ble with the interna/onal microdata standard

3. Bilingual-first — every label and example exists in EN + Lao

4. Minimal-required-set — only fields LSB will actually populate

5. Extensible — room for LSB-specific examples and help text

If you challenge a field, challenge it against these five principles.

Frank Lieber - 686 Limited, 2026-05-27 2



What's in the template

Sec$on Purpose

Document descrip/on Iden/fying the metadata record itself

Title statement Dataset /tles, IDs, alternate /tles

Produc/on Who produced the dataset, when, where

Distribu/on Who distributes it, who deposited it

Study informa/on Topic, coverage, scope, abstract

Methodology How the data was collected

Data access Use condi/ons, contact

Variables Per-variable metadata (auto-populated)

Roughly 44 fields total, organised in 8 sec6ons.
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How this template was dra0ed
The proposed template wasn't designed in isola3on. It was dis3lled from four 
sources of evidence:

1. We started from the 23 historical LSB datasets recovered earlier this month

2. We extracted every metadata field used across those datasets

3. We benchmarked against the interna7onal standard and the schema used by the 
Metadata Editor

4. We compared with three reference catalogs from the World Bank's library

The result is the 44-field dra0 you'll review today.
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Four reference points

Reference Why it ma/ers

DDI Codebook 2.5 The interna*onal standard for microdata 
documenta*on

WB / IHSN microdata schema What the Metadata Editor and the catalog validate 
against

WB Microdata Library — 3 live catalog entries What best-prac*ce peer catalogs actually populate

The 23 recovered LSB DDI documents What LSB has historically populated

A field has to earn its place against at least one of these.
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What the LSB corpus tells us

From the 23 historical datasets:

• 13 fields appear in all 23 datasets — the always-populated core

• ~10 fields appear in 18–22 of 23 — strongly-populated

• A long tail of fields rarely used or never used

The "always-populated 13" became the backbone of the required 
set. The strongly-populated fields are mostly tagged 
recommended.
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Coverage check

Requirement Our coverage

Standard-required fields (ID, 4tle, country) ✅ All required

LSB always-populated fields (13) ✅ All set as required

WB best-prac4ce "must-show" fields (6) ✅ All required

WB best-prac4ce "frequently used" (~22) Mostly recommended, a few proposed to 
add

The dra( is at parity with the interna0onal standard and matches LSB's historical prac0ce.
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Sec$on-by-sec$on walkthrough

For each sec*on, the next slides show:

• Field name

• M = Mandatory · R = Recommended

• EN + LO example

Decisions are captured live in the triage spreadsheet on screen.

Working file: d1s3-template-triage-signoff.xlsx
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Top-level — Access policy

Field M/O EN example LO example

Access policy M licensed licensed
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Sec$on 1 — Document descrip$on

Field M/O EN example LO example

Document ID M LAO-LSB-
LECS-2007-2008-v1.1

LAO-LSB-
LECS-2007-2008-v1.1

Metadata producers R LSB, Sta5s5cal 
Informa5on & 
Dissemina5on Division

ສສຊ, ພະແນກຂ)ມ+ນຂ,າວສານ
ສະຖ0ຕ0 ແລະ ການເຜ5ຍແຜ,

Produc;on date M 2024-09-30 2024-09-30

Version M Version 1.2 — post-
restora5on 
reconstruc5on

ສະບ8ບ 1.2 — ການກ9ສ:າງຄ=ນ
ໃໝ,
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Sec$on 2 — Title statement

Field M/O EN example LO example

Primary ID M LAO-DOS-LECS-2008-
v1.1

LAO-DOS-LECS-2008-
v1.1

Other iden9fiers M 10.48529/lsb-lecs6-2018 
(DOI)

10.48529/lsb-lecs6-2018 
(DOI)

Sub9tle R Fi@h round (LECS5) ຮອບທ% 5 (LECS5)

Alternate 9tle R LECS5 2018-2019 LECS5 2018-2019

Translated 9tle R Lao Expenditure and 
ConsumpLon Survey 
2018-2019

ການສ*+,ວດການໃຊ1ຈ3າຍ ແລະ 
ການບ*ລ8ໂພກຂອງລາວ 
2018-2019
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Sec$on 3 — Version statement

Field M/O EN example LO example

Version date R 2026-05-24 2026-05-24

Notes on 
version

R First public 
release a5er 
restora7on.

ການເຜ&ຍແຜ)ຄ+ງ
ທ./ອ1ດພາຍ45ງ
ການຟ7ນຟ8.
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Sec$on 4 — Produc$on

Field M/O EN example LO example

Produc6on 
date

R 2020-06-15 2020-06-15

Copyright R © Lao Sta/s/cs 
Bureau, 2019

© ສ"ນສະຖ&ຕ&
ແຫ*ງຊາດ, 2019
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Sec$on 4 — Study authoriza$on

Field M/O EN example LO example

Authoriza8on 
statement

R Authorized by 
PM Decree No. 
067/PM

ດ"#ລ%ດ
ນາຍ)ກລ%ດຖະມ)ນຕ/ 
ສະບ%ບເລກທ/ 067/
PM
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Sec$on 5 — Series

Field M/O EN example LO example

Series name M Lao Expenditure 
and Consump2on 
Survey (LECS)

ການສ%&'ວດລາຍຈ-າຍ 
ແລະ ການບ%ລ1ໂພກຂອງ 
ສປປ ລາວ (LECS)

Series 
informa7on

R LECS — flagship 
household 
welfare survey, 
every ~5 years.

LECS — ການ
ສ%&'ວດຄ9ວເຮ<ອນ'=ກ, 
ທ?ກ ໆ ຫBາປC.
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Sec$on 6 — Study informa$on (1/2)

Field M/O EN example LO example

Kind of data M Sample survey data [ssd] ຂ"ມ$ນການສ)*+ວດຕ/ວຢ1າງ [ssd]

Abstract M LECS 6 is a na7onally 
representa7ve household 
survey…

LECS 6 ແມ1ນການສ)*+ວດ
ຄ/ວເຮ7ອນທ:ເປ<ນຕ/ວແທນລະດ<ບ
ຊາດ…

Keywords R household expenditure; 
consump7on; poverty; LECS

ລາຍຈ1າຍຄ/ວເຮ7ອນ; ການບ)ລCໂພກ; 
ຄວາມທFກຍາກ; LECS

Unit of analysis M Households and individual 
household members

ຄ/ວເຮ7ອນ ແລະ ສະມາຊCກບFກຄ/ນ

Universe M All private households 
resident in Lao PDR

ຄ/ວເຮ7ອນເອກະຊ/ນທ<ງໝ/ດທ:ຢ$1 ສປປ 
ລາວ
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Sec$on 6 — Study informa$on (2/2)

Field M/O EN example LO example

Country R Lao People's 
Democra0c Republic

ສາທາລະນະລ'ດ 
ປະຊາທ+ປະໄຕ ປະຊາຊ.ນລາວ

Geographic coverage M Na0onal — all 18 
provinces, urban/rural

ລະດ'ບຊາດ — 18 ແຂວງ, 
ຕ.ວເມ6ອງ/ຊ.ນນະບ.ດ

Geographic unit R Province ແຂວງ

Dates of data 
collec@on

R 2018-04-01 → 
2019-03-31

2018-04-01 → 
2019-03-31
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Sec$on 7 — Methodology (1/2)

Field M/O EN example LO example

Sampling procedure R Stra&fied two-stage 
sampling

ການເລ&ອກຕ)ວຢ,າງສອງຂ0ນຕອນ
ແບບແບ,ງຊ0ນ

Weigh:ng R See "Calcula&on of Sample 
Weights" — Appendix A

ເບ4ງ "Calcula&on of Sample 
Weights" — Appendix A

Frequency R Every 5 years ທ6ກ 5 ປ8

Ques:onnaires R Household, Community, 
Price, Diary (Lao)

ຄ)ວເຮ&ອນ, ຊ6ມຊ)ນ, ລາຄາ, ບ<ນທ=ກ
ປະຈ@Aວ<ນ (ລາວ)

Data collec:on situa:on R Avg 75 min interviews; up 
to 3 call-backs in remote 
districts

ສ@Aພາດສະເລ,ຍ 75 ນາທ8; ສEງສ6ດ 3 
ຄ0ງໃນເຂດຫ,າງໄກ
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Sec$on 7 — Methodology (2/2)

Field M/O EN example LO example

Notes on methodology R — —

Cleaning opera:ons R Consistency checks, 
range checks, outlier 
review

ກວດສອບຄວາມສອດຄ*ອງ, 
ກວດສອບຂອບເຂດ, ຕ/ກກວດ
ຄ*າຜ1ດປ/ກກະຕ1

Response rates R 96.4% household 
response

96.4% ການຕອບສະໜອງ
ຂອງຄ/ວເຮ7ອນ

Sampling errors R See standard errors in 
Appendix B

ເບ8ງຄ*າຄາດເຄ9ອນມາດຕະຖານ
ໃນ Appendix B
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Sec$on 8 — Data access (1/2)

Field M/O EN example LO example

Loca3on R LSB headquarters, Vien3ane ສ"#ນ%ກງານໃຫຍ, ສສຊ, ວຽງຈ%ນ

Loca3on URL R lnada.statdb.lsb.gov.la/
catalog/LAO-LSB-
LECS-2018

lnada.statdb.lsb.gov.la/
catalog/LAO-LSB-
LECS-2018

Original archive R Lao Sta3s3cs Bureau, 
Vien3ane

ສ1ນສະຖ4ຕ4ແຫ,ງຊາດ, ວຽງຈ%ນ

Confiden3ality declara3on R Requires LSB 
Confiden3ality Undertaking

ຕ8ອງເຊ%ນຂ<ຕ=ກລ=ງການຮ%ກສາ
ຄວາມລ%ບຂອງ ສສຊ

Cita3on requirement M LSB. LECS 2018-2019 
(LECS 6), v1.0.

ສສຊ. LECS 2018-2019 
(LECS 6), ສະບ%ບ 1.0.
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Sec$on 8 — Data access (2/2)

Field M/O EN example LO example

Deposit requirement R Send cita+on/copy of 
any publica+on to LSB

ສ"ງການອ(າງອ)ງ/ສ*+ເນ-າສ.ງ
ພ0ມໃຫ( ສສຊ

Access condi;ons R Restricted to 
authorised LSB staff 
and signatories

ຈ*+ກ6ດສະເພາະພະນ6ກງານ
ທ:ໄດ(ຮ6ບການອະນ>ຍາດ

Disclaimer R LSB is not responsible 
for analyses or 
interpreta+ons

ສສຊ ບ@ຮ6ບຜ0ດຊອບຕ@ການ
ວ0ເຄາະ EF ການຕ)ຄວາມ
ໝາຍ
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Sec$on 8 — Cita$on

Field M/O EN example LO example

Bibliographic 
cita9on

R LSB (2018). Lao 
Social Indicator 
Survey II 2017 
(MICS-LSIS II).

ສສຊ (2018). ການ
ສ&'(ວດຕ,ວຊ-ວ.ດ
ສ.ງຄ,ມລາວ II 
2017 (MICS-
LSIS II).
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Exercise — Red / Green / Yellow
Format: single group, facilitated discussion.

Working file (on screen): d1s3-template-triage-signoff.xlsx — one row per field, with R / G / Y checkboxes.

For each field, the group agrees:
- Red — remove this field
- Green — keep as is
- Yellow — refine (needs change)

Process:
- Sec&on by sec&on, trainer projects the spreadsheet
- The group discusses; trainer &cks the R / G / Y box live
- Notes column captures any agreed change

Exit: completed triage XLSX, signed by par6cipants on the sign-off block.
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What to look for as you triage

For each field, ask:

• Is it populated in past LSB datasets?

• Is it required by the interna8onal standard?

• Does it serve LSB-specific needs?

• Would removing it cause confusion or harm?

If a field fails all four, it gets a red mark.
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Bridge to Session 4

A"er the break:

• Document template — design from scratch

• Indicator — adopt the interna3onal standard

• Sign-off — all three template decisions

Session 4 is short and decision-dense. Walk in ready to sign.

The triage XLSX you signed today carries into Session 4 as the microdata-
template evidence.
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